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Welcome to May!

Spring has arrived here in the Rocky Mountains, and although we are getting used

to the sunshine that we have missed all winter, there is still a chance of snow.

Colorado’s unpredictable weather is both exciting and annoying. It is in human

nature to want to know what will happen next, whether it is the weather, the

outcome of the next Rockies game, CDOT and potholes, or the success of our

potential tomato crops. We do an awful lot of studying of statistics, trends, and

opinions to keep us feeling like we’re on top of it all. In the year 2022 we utilize

technology to do this studying, but the people of Jesus’ time studied the world

around them just like we do, even without modern technology. The people of that

time period had all the information from Jesus’ parables to the laws of the

Sanhedrin and the Roman government to study, but these studies did not predict

Jesus’ Resurrection. They missed the fact that Jesus would be executed according to

the Roman Law, they missed the whole point of the story: Love will always rise, love

will always live. Unlike the weather, which is predicted with thermometers,

barometers, and trends, the Resurrection is predictable because Jesus told us so.

During these weeks of Easter, we will continue to explore the stories of the Disciples

and how they continued to share the facts with us through the years and live our

lives by the lessons they teach us. 
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The celebration of mother's day can be traced back to ancient Greece, when

the greeks would celebrate maternal goddesses with spring festivals. The

woman who got the day recognized as a national holiday in the US is Anna

Jarvis, a Methodist woman from West Virginia. When Anna's mother, Ann

Reeves Jarvis, died in 1905, she started a campaign to get mother's day

recognized as a national holiday. On May 10, 1908, the first mother's day

congregation was held at Andrews Methodist Episcopal Church to honor

Anna's mother and all mothers all around the world. In 1914, the U.S House and

Senate established the second Sunday of May as mother's day. Many countries

all around the world have joined the U.S in celebrating mother's day. 

 

Anna sent out 500 white carnations to the church the first year they

celebrated mother's day, and in following years sent up to 10,000. These

carnations, red ones for the living and white ones for the dead, represent the

strength and endurance of motherhood. 

May 1, 2021

-Acts 9:1-6, (7-20)

-Psalm 30

-Revelation 5:11-14

-John 21:1-19

May 8, 2021

-Acts 9:36-43

-Psalm 23

-Revelation 7:9-17

-John 10:22-30
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Liturgists

May 1, 2021

Lataine

May 8, 2021

Mary

May 15, 2021

Eva

May 22, 2021

Lataine

May 29, 2021

Mary

Lectionary Readings
May 15, 2021

-Acts 11:1-18

-Psalm 148

-Revelation 21:1-6

-John 13:31-35

May 22, 2021

-Acts 16:9-15

-Psalm 67

-Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5

-John 14:23-29

-John 5:1-9

May 29, 2021

-Acts 16:16-34

-Psalm 97

-Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21

-John 17:20-26

The History of Mother's Day
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Call that profit. Prophesy such returns.
Put your faith in the two inches of humus
that will build under the trees
every thousand years.
Listen to carrion — put your ear
close, and hear the faint chattering
of the songs that are to come.
Expect the end of the world. Laugh.
Laughter is immeasurable. Be joyful
though you have considered all the facts.
So long as women do not go cheap
for power, please women more than men.
Ask yourself: Will this satisfy
a woman satisfied to bear a child?
Will this disturb the sleep
of a woman near to giving birth?
Go with your love to the fields.
Lie easy in the shade. Rest your head
in her lap. Swear allegiance
to what is nighest your thoughts.
As soon as the generals and the politicos
can predict the motions of your mind,
lose it. Leave it as a sign
to mark the false trail, the way
you didn’t go. Be like the fox
who makes more tracks than necessary,
some in the wrong direction.
Practice resurrection.

Manifesto: The Mad Farmer Liberation Front
by Wendell Berry
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Love the quick profit, the annual raise,
vacation with pay. Want more
of everything ready-made. Be afraid
to know your neighbors and to die.
And you will have a window in your head.
Not even your future will be a mystery
any more. Your mind will be punched in a card
and shut away in a little drawer.
When they want you to buy something
they will call you. When they want you
to die for profit they will let you know.
So, friends, every day do something
that won’t compute. Love the Lord.
Love the world. Work for nothing.
Take all that you have and be poor.
Love someone who does not deserve it.
Denounce the government and embrace
the flag. Hope to live in that free
republic for which it stands.
Give your approval to all you cannot
understand. Praise ignorance, for what man
has not encountered he has not destroyed.
Ask the questions that have no answers.
Invest in the millennium. Plant sequoias.
Say that your main crop is the forest
that you did not plant,
that you will not live to harvest.
Say that the leaves are harvested
when they have rotted into the mold.

“Manifesto: The Mad Farmer Liberation Front” from The Country of Marriage,
Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Inc. 1973. Also published by Counterpoint Press in The

Selected Poems of Wendell Berry, 1999; The Mad Farmer Poems, 2008; New
Collected Poems, 2012.
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