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It’s August! It’s a month for remembering the hot summer months and to begin
thinking about autumn. For some of us, August is also a month to remember
loved ones and to look forwards to making new memories. One thing I love
about Bethany is that it is we come together as a community to support one
another in grieving moments and joyous memories. A group that reminds me
of our community is the disciples of Jesus. They were there together
throughout Jesus’ death as well as the joy of the resurrection. Even after the
hardships and triumphs, the good and the bad, they all knew their work was
far from done. Their work is our work, offering grace to our community. As we
look ahead into autumn and the holidays, we continue to focus on ministry
and which steps we will take into the next chapter of our lives. I encourage all
of us to follow the disciples’ lead, and be in prayer and contemplation for
these next steps.

Love, Pastor Denise

Rev. Denise
will be out
August 13-23

“Who opens the door? What are your expectations of Jesus
when you open the door for Jesus - for him to go in or you
to come out?”
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Bethany UMC July 25, 2021 Meeting
Family, Tai chi, People, Parents, friends

If we get older people to bring

Everyone looked out for each other.

grandchildren, that is a new start.

Welcoming.

We need to expand where we look- outside

Go where family is. Familiarity. Good sermons.

of the neighborhood.

Feel calm and recharged. Sunday School.

How do you get people to care, do we

Small but the people keep us together.

change our church to satisfy people?

Eva started with friends in Sunday school,

Who do we reach out to now? And how do

mom started then Dad started and was an

we do it?

usher.

Tie into assisted living, that would bring them

Curtis started playing the music and stayed

in. Lakewood Rescue? Bobbi’s Assisted

because he felt connected.

Living?

People motivate Bethany to keep going.

What age group are we looking for?

People move away then come and and it’s like

60’s are the biggest group that are not in a

they never left.

church.

Neighborhood people come to ask for help.

We need to keep up the Zoom connection

We are trying to build our community and

and keep up social media.

involve them.

Come up with one action thought we can

People in the community know church

work on in the next 3 months.

members.

Not just invite but what does Bethany offer?

Weird to see the nursery a shower room now.

Find the demographic info and find out

Hoping the new mission center builds our

where these people are so we can invite

church up.

them.

Do we want older people or younger people-

Free meal after church once a month.

need to target what we want. Older

Each make a list of what we have to offer,

generation like a traditional church, younger

and who we want to offer to. How do we

generation like big mega churches.

contact those people?

"O For a Thousand Tongues"
This hymn was written by Charles Wesley. He was inspired to write it after
an experience in May, 1738, when he and his brother were studying in
London. During this time, Wesley was experiencing some extreme doubts
about his faith. He had fallen ill around this time, and a group of Christians
offered to take care of him while he recovered. He was very touched by
this. He read from his Bible and found that the words spoke to him, and he
found himself at peace with God. After he began to feel better, he wrote
about the experience in his journal. A year later, he wrote a hymn about this
experience and the renewal of his faith.
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Lectionary Readings
August 1, 2021

August 8, 2021

August 15, 2021

-2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a

-2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33

-1 Kings 2:10-12, 3:3-14

-Pslam 51:1-12

-Psalm 130

-Psalm 111

-Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15

-1 Kings 19:4-8

-Proverbs 9:1-6

-Psalm, 34:1-8

-Psalm 34:1-8

-Psalm 34:-9-14

-Ephesians 4:25-5:2

-Ephesians 4:25-5:2

-Ephesians 5:15-20

-John 6:24-35

-John 6:35, 41-51

-John 6:51-58

August 22, 2021

August 29, 2021

-1 Kings 8:(1,6,10-11), 22-30, 41-43

-Song of Solomon 2:8-13

-Psalm 84

-Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9

-Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18

-Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9

-Psalm 34:15-22

-Psalm 15

-Ephesians 6:10-20

-James 1:17-27

-John 6:56-69

-Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

Liturgists
August 1, 2021
Gwen/Lataine

August 8, 2021
Eva

August 15, 2021
Mary

August 22, 2021
Lataine

August 29, 2021
Gwen/Eva

